
Hello Jaguar Parents!  

 

You may have noticed the construction fence located at the front of the building. What that 

fence signals is that we are officially under construction! 

In a rare twist of fate our construction firm, J.H. Hassinger, contacted us and said they could get 

to work a week earlier than we expected! They are going to start on a new visitor parking lot - 

that is where you see the construction fencing near the flagpole. A visitor parking lot would be a 

welcome addition here - for those of you who have searched high and low for a parking spot, 

you know what I am talking about!  

In the coming weeks a new entryway will be constructed and our main office will be getting a 

major makeover. This is all part of the federal grant related to school safety that we earned. 

Once this work is done, our building will be significantly more secure. 

During this time we needed to move the bike racks. They are now located along the “North 

Sidewalk” just off Holden St. and another set are near the practice soccer fields near Holden St. 

Because the sidewalk is closed, in the area of the new visitor parking lot, it is very important that 

students use the corridor created along the fence and only cross the street at the cross-walks. 

The main office will need to be moved during construction. Our office personnel will be located 

on the east side of the library, and the administrative team will be in the north computer lab 

which is connected to the library. This will begin May 23! Lots of moving and temporary shelter 

at TJ this summer -we are the equivalent of a M.A.S.H unit at T.J.! 

Work will soon move from the new visitor parking lot to the new entryway, which are the doors 

located on the east side of the building nearest the main office. This work will take the duration 

of summer school, and then some!  During construction, main access for the building will need 

to be through the cafeteria doors on the north side of the building. Please watch for the signs 

that will let you know when access via the cafeteria doors is necessary, in the meantime, please 

continue to enter through the Visitor Entrance.    

Please speak to your children that while the construction work is interesting to watch, they need 

to keep a safe distance from the actual work and pay attention to the signs. It is especially 

important to be cautious at the time of pick-up and drop off. If we team up on this, I know we will 

get through this with no injuries and a better looking TJ!  

I want to thank you in advance for your patience as we give TJ its first 

real makeover since 1968. Speaking as someone who was born in 

1964 - I think I know how the building feels! 

Thanks again, 

 

Steve Sukawaty                                                                                                                            

Principal                                                                                                                                        

Thomas Jefferson Middle School 


